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What’s In a Name? 
 

Most people think of William Shakespeare’s play Romeo and 
Juliet as a love story, when in reality it is a tragedy.  It is a 
story about two young people who cannot be with each other 
because their families are at odds with one another.  It is 
therefore simply because of a name that they are kept apart.  
William Shakespeare has one of the characters ask the 
question, “What’s in a name? that which we call a rose by any 
other name would smell as sweet.”  The basic premise that 
Shakespeare is trying to get across is this:  It doesn’t matter 
what label we put on a flower because it will always look the 
same and always smell the same.  For all it really mattered, 
we could call a rose a manure pile, yet it would still 
smell as sweet as ever.  In other words, 
Shakespeare is trying to tell us that names 
or labels are not important, at least they 
were not important in the eyes of the 
two main characters of Romeo and 
Juliet. 

Are names important?  Some people 
claim that a child will grow up to fit 
the particular stereotype his/her 
given name implies, and therefore 
the name parents choose becomes 
very important if they want their child 
to succeed in life.  But when it comes 
right down to it, what parents name their 
child will not be as important as the virtues 

and lessons they teach their child.  
Therefore we might join Shakespeare in 

asking “what’s in a name?”   

When it comes to the name of Jesus, there 
is a lot in a name.  Eight days after Jesus 

was born, Mary and Joseph did for him what 
was customary according to the Law of Moses, 

they circumcised him and gave him his name.  
They didn’t give him just any name, but gave him 
the name the angel told Mary he was to have.   

What’s in a name?  When it comes to the name of Jesus, it 
is first of all what the name implies.  Jesus is the Greek form 
of the Old Testament Hebrew name Joshua.  It means 
“Jehovah saves.”  While many in Israel looked forward to 
the time when the Lord God would step forward and do as 
he had promised to do, this Jesus was now the word of 
promise made flesh.  Everything the name Jesus implied 
was embodied in him.  He was Jehovah and he came to 
save. 

The angel who came to Joseph in a dream at night assured 
him that it was alright to take Mary as his wife.  The baby to 

whom she would give birth had been conceived 
in her by the Holy Spirit.  Then he told 

Joseph this.  He said, “She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 

1:20).  Unlike all the other children 
running around Bethlehem and 
the surrounding countryside who 
had been named Jesus, this Jesus, 
this child born in the stable, would 

actually live up to his name, and 
save his people from their sins. 

Those who knew this Child born to 
Mary were the ones who had the 

hardest time accepting him for who he 
really was.  They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son 

of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he 
now say, `I came down from heaven'?”  To them, his name 
was no more special than their own names.  He was just 
Jesus, the carpenter’s son.  If anything, all the attention he 
had been getting made them somewhat jealous.  “That 
could have been me,” they told themselves.  “I could have 
been the center of attention instead of this Jesus.” 

continues on page 2



What’s In a Name? continued from page 1 

Do we also become somewhat jealous at the name of Jesus?  The 
sinful nature which is part of each one of us desires nothing more 
than to be exalted above all others, including Jesus.  To our sinful 
ears there is no sweeter sound than the sound of our name rolling 
off the tongue.  We picture ourselves in the great big sports 
arena, lights flashing everywhere, as the starting line-ups are 
being announced, and there among all the other great names in 
the game, your name is shouted over the PA system.  Oh, how 
sweet it would be!   

But there is nothing sweeter than the name of Jesus, because it is 
what it implies.  He is our Savior from sin also.  Each individual can 
say, unequivocally, “Christ Jesus came into this sin-filled world to 
redeem me.”  We say it not to the exclusion of others, because he 
came to save all.  Nor do we say it out of selfishness.  We can say 
it because it is true.  Our heavenly Father took such a deep and 
personal interest in each and every one of you that he sent his 
Son to die for you as a person.  That is why Jesus could say, “I tell 
you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.”  Over just one sinner, because Jesus 
came to save that one sinner, too.  Jesus, what a sweet name it is! 

 

Life Lessons from the Past 
January 5th – February 9th  

Did you ever wonder if there is historical evidence of Bible stories 
outside of the Bible? Did you ever feel that the people of the Bible 
weren’t real people; that they aren’t like people today? Join us as 
we examine documents and artifacts that relate to God’s Word. 
The people and events of the past can teach us lessons for living 
as God’s sons and daughters today. 

Among the topics we will consider are: 

 The Sumerian King List – [This deals with long life spans 
before the flood.] Which is harder to believe – God’s Word 
or historical documents? 

 The Gilgamesh Epic – a Sumerian account of the flood 
 Assyrian Military practices – Have you ever wondered why 

Jonah would be so opposed to going to Nineveh? -- Come 
and learn about the greatness of God’s mercy. 

 Babylon – Why did God picture it as a head of gold in the 
dream He gave to Nebuchadnezzar, while we think of Rome 
and Greece as far more significant. Come for a lesson about 
pride. 

 Jericho – Here is a lesson about facing obstacles God’s way. 
 Jerusalem – Have you ever wondered why the cloth around 

Jesus’ head was folded up separately? 

Questions (even if they are not about what I had planned to talk 
on) and interaction are encouraged. Join us as we study the Bible 
and Archaeology for lessons for our lives today! 

from Pastor James Becker – Presenter of this Bible Study 

One Service (with Communion) will be conducted on 
Tuesday, December 31st, at 6:30 p.m. on New Year’s 
Eve.  Join us as we thank our Lord for his many blessings 
over the past year, and seek his direction in 2020.  
There is no Service here at Star of Bethlehem on New 
Year’s Day.   

Sunday after Christmas 
There will be no Saturday Night Service on December 
28th, or Monday Night Service on December 30th.  We 
will be having our two Sunday Morning Services with 
Communion on December 29th at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.  
You may very well have been in church two or three 
times in the week before, but please consider joining 
your brothers and sisters in Christ at the manger bed of 
our Savior on December 29th as well! 

Envelopes for 2020 

Please check your mail slot for your offering envelopes 
for 2020.  Additional sets for other family members may 
be found on the table near the 
church library.  If you have 
any questions regarding 
your envelopes, please 
contact Steve Henke or 
Jodi Wandschneider, our 
Administrative Assistant in 
the Church and School 
Office.  Please pick them up as soon as 
possible, and begin using them on January 1, 
2020.   

Preschool, ELC, and 
Kindergarten Enrollment 
for the 2020-2021 School Year 

Star of Bethlehem School begins to enroll for the 2020-
2021 school year in January for our Early Learning 
Center, Preschool, and Kindergarten. We will be 
sending out letters to all of our member families the 
first week in January overviewing all details. If you do 
not receive a letter by January 10, please call our office 
immediately. Timeliness is essential when enrolling. If 
you are not a member, and would like information, 
please call our office. We would love to let you know 
about our flexible, full and part time options for 3 and 4 
year-olds, our kindergarten, and our school family here 
at Star. 



Regular 

Worship 

Schedule 
We will return to our regular 
worship schedule on the weekend 
of January 4-6, 2020.  Saturday 
Night Services will remain at 5:30 
p.m. and Monday Night Services 
are again at 6:30 p.m.  Our Sunday 
Morning Services are at 8:00 and 
10:30 a.m., with many of our 
Spiritual Growth opportunities for 
all ages at 9:15-10:05 a.m.  Nursery 
care is available in the Extended 
Care Room for parents of infants 
and toddlers to be able to attend 
Bible Classes.  Kids Bible Time and 
Kingdom Kids are also available for 
K-3 and K-4 children and those 
older children in Grades K-8.  
Sincere thanks to all of our Bible 
study leaders and helpers for 
making these opportunities a safe 
and enriching place for them to 
grow in their love for our Savior 
and knowledge of his Word.   We 
can’t say “thank-you” enough and 
don’t do it often enough! 
 

CALL UPDATE 
We recently received the following 
from Miss Megan Bauer, who we 
had called to serve as a 3rd grade 
teacher in our Lutheran Elementary 
School. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

A few weeks ago, the Holy Spirit used 
you to extend to me a Call to teach 3rd 
grade at Star of Bethlehem. After much 
prayerful and thoughtful deliberation 
and evaluation of where I can best 
serve at this time in my ministry, I have 
concluded that my gifts can best be 
used to serve the Lord in my current 
ministry at Beautiful Savior. Therefore, 
I am returning the call you sent me.  

I am very grateful for the opportunity 
you have given me to consider this call, 
and I appreciate everyone who 
reached out to me and prayed for me 
during this time. Star of Bethlehem is, 
and will continue to be, in my prayers. 
May God bless your ministry! 

Outreach Team 
WELS Journeys – there is a mission trip 

opportunity to Risen Savior in Bradenton, FL 

from March 29th-April 5th .  We would assist 

with canvassing and their Spring Festival on 

April 4th.  Volunteers would not need to be 

there all 8 days.  If you’d like to help or want 

more information please contact Pastor 

Schwartz, jschwartz@starofbethlehem.org 

or Mike Olson, olecow@yahoo.com. 

Robyn’s Nest – we are hoping to 

organize a group of volunteers on Saturday, 

February 15th to help at Robyn’s Nest, which 

assists families within the Children’s 

Hospital foster care system.  Volunteers will 

sort donated items and perform minor 

maintenance tasks if able.  If you’d like to 

help or want more information please 

contact Pastor Schwartz, 

jschwartz@starofbethlehem.org or Mike 

Olson, olecow@yahoo.com.  
 

Sincere Thanks! 
We thank all those who have enhanced our 
Worship Services throughout the Advent and 
Christmas/New Year’s Seasons with your vocal 
and instrumental talents.  Thanks also to those 
who provided poinsettias to beautify our 
sanctuary as well as all those who assisted in 
putting up our decorations and will be needed 
again to store them away until next year.   
Thanks to our Senior members who assisted 
with the assembly of treats for our children on 
Christmas Eve and for all that you do 
throughout the year.  Sincere thanks to all of 
you who provided gifts for the residents of 
Linden Grove Health Care Center.  Your gifts 
were truly appreciated by our senior friends 
and staff at Linden Grove where we conduct 
Worship Services each Wednesday at 10:00 
a.m.  Sincere thanks to those senior members 
who assist the Linden Grove residents each 
week in getting to the worship area on the 
2nd Floor.   Sincere thanks to all of you for 
your gifts, cards, etc. to our staff this 
Christmas Season.  May the Lord bless you 
richly in the New Year of God’s grace.  It 
continues to be our privilege and joy to serve 
you and yours from year to year.  Thanks to all 
of you for everything! 

MEN’S BASKETBALL LEAGUE 
We will resume men’s basketball 
games on Sunday, January 5th.  Your 
team is off to a slow start at 0–3.  
Games have been very competitive.  
Your team is looking forward to 
getting off to a fresh start in 2020.  
Most weeks, our team plays on 
Sunday nights at 6:00 p.m.  All of the 
games of our Star 
Men’s Basketball 
League are held 
here at Star of 
Bethlehem from 
1:00-7:00 p.m.  

STAR YOUTH  

BASKETBALL TEAM 

Our Star of Bethlehem Youth Team 
will be starting its league competition 
in January. Our high-school-aged 
youth participate in a Church League 
and are coached and coordinated by 
Vince Lee, Jim Zaborowski and Dan 
Ott. Practices have been held on 
Sunday nights in our gym after the 
men’s league is finished.  Good luck to 
our Star youth basketball players in 
your up-coming season!” 

WLHS BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
Our WLHS Varsity Boys’ Basketball 
team will be participating in the Rick 
Majerus Classic at Concordia 
University in Mequon over the 
Christmas break.  The team will be 
playing against Brookfield East on 
December 26th, at 7:30 p.m.  The 
team will also be playing against 
Marquette on December 28th, at 
7:30 p.m.  There will be an admission 
charge at Concordia before each of 
our games.  All of you are certainly 
invited to attend.   

BUILDING UPDATE: 
The footings for the building have 
been framed and poured and are 
now complete.  The forms for the 
basement walls are in place and will 
be filled with cement over the next 
days. After, the precast 
concrete slabs 
will be put in 
place. 
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From the President 
Recently, I was gifted a new bible – the EHV (Evangelical Heritage 
Version), published by Northwestern Publishing House.  (I received 
the gold-leafed pages and real leather version!) 

It’s different from the NIV study bible in that the EHV doesn’t have 
the extensive study notes (which I like very much) of the NIV.  As the 
Introduction states, the EHV “seeks a balance between the old and 
the new.”  It “builds on the tradition of Bible translation that goes 
back to the King James Version, to Martin Luther, and beyond.”  To 
my mind, it’s more of a direct “absorb and reflect” approach to 
reading God’s Word.  There are notes (at the bottom of each page) 
that mostly give the reader further insight into the words used in the 
original language(s).  It’s about context and style while still staying 
true to those original language(s). 

Now, I must admit that my daily Bible reading. . . how should I say . . 
.is something of a hit-or-miss.  There is certainly room for 
improvement . . . 

A few months ago, I made a promise (to our pastors) that I would 
read the entire EHV over the next two years. 

I should have thought that through a bit more . . . 

But then, I picked up a copy of Meditations and had a moment of 
inspiration. 

“Aha” I thought.  “Here’s a way to fulfill that two-year commitment 
under a structured environment” that should encourage me to do a 
better job of getting into God’s Word on a daily basis. 

So, here’s my plan . . . 

Each morning, over a cup of coffee & donut, and after a quick read-
through of the Wall Street Journal, I’ll spend 15 minutes reading the 
Meditations Daily Devotional and the accompanying Bible reading(s) 
for that day. 

Over time, I should be able to get through the entire EHV. 

It might not be two years, but that’s okay, right? 

Won’t you join me? 

See you in church – and bible study! 
- Gene Szaj 

 

EARLY BIRD BIBLE CLASS 
Our Friday morning Bible Class will be off until Friday, 
January 10th.  We meet from 8:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. in the 
Conference Room.  We are continuing our study of the Book 
of Proverbs.  Bring a Bible or use one of ours.  Other 
materials are provided.   Join us in the New Year with making 
additional Bible study a part of your weekly agenda. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
The Lord blessed Daniel & Kaitlin Gawrisch (Parbs) with the 
gift of a son.  Pastor G. baptized him in the New Ulm 
Hospital.  An Affirmation of Baptism is being planned at St. 
Paul’s in New Ulm, MN on Sunday, January 5th, 2020.  
Recently Dan & Beth Wittig were blessed with the gift of a 
son.  Dan is the son of Vern & Yvonne Wittig.  Leslie Peterson 
and her husband, Chad, are expecting to give birth to a son 
at Children’s Hospital on December 27th.  Leslie is the 
daughter of Howie & Claire Cook.  May the Lord keep all of 
these families in his loving arms throughout life to life 
everlasting.   
 

PRAYERS DESIRED 
Nancy Salentine and Yvonne Wittig recently discovered that 
they are battling with cancers.  Your prayers are desired for 
them both.  May the Lord strengthen them spiritually to 
battle this disease physically. Please ask the Lord to bless 
their treatments according to his good and gracious will.   
 
 

Some words to ponder as a New Year dawns… 

Christianity has a few benefits. There is nothing quite so 
liberating as a clean conscience. The ability to distinguish 
right from wrong on the basis of the Ten Commandments is 
the thing real wisdom is made from. But ultimately, these 
are not the kind of benefits most people are looking for in a 
religion. When modern people go shopping for spirituality, 
they don’t stop at the stores that sell answers that will come 
only once the world ends or you die.  People are after a 
religion (or three) that can help deliver the good today.  
Modern spiritual consumers want what they believe they 
need whenever they need it most, which means right now. 

The vast majority of Christianity’s benefits are not right now.   

Will your God make it guarantee to rain tomorrow?  No. 

Will your God guarantee the crops will grow better than 
last year? No. 

Will your God heal my cancer? Every time? No 

Will your God bring peace like a river to my soul every 
day that never goes away, never falters, never wanes? 
Again, no. 

There are versions of Christianity pandering about the 
marketplace trying to answer yes to questions like these. But 
whenever we are honest about what the Bible actually says, 
then we must admit that the God of Christianity is not a 
great vending machine in the sky.  He has given scandalously 
specific, powerful, and precious promises to all mankind.  
But they are scandalous precisely because of their extreme 
limitations. They extend beyond the most fantastic 
imaginations of men, and yet they do so by remaining almost 
entirely untestable. Salvation is faith. But faith is the 
certainty of things unseen. 

from p. 171-172 Echo: Unbroken Truth. Worth Repeating. Again.  
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Star's 2019 mission plan of $1,143,989 requires average weekly offerings of $22,000.  The YTD mission 
plan amount reported above takes into consideration the variability of weekly offerings.  Based on 

historical giving patterns, above average offerings are received during church holidays. 


